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Ed Hammond gives a starting push to William Morrison and Myles William-
son on the Huntsville hill (above). Chris Petterson is continually adding and
changing his Huntsville slide (right). Denise Smith slides down the Chassie
toboggan run in Bracebridge (opposite page).
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for winter fun

Article by Dawn Huddlestone

snow-covered hill is an irresistible call

to winter fun. Whether ifs a dearth-

defving, heart-thumping streak down a
steep slope or a quick slip down the mound ere-
ated by a snow plow, kids and kids-at-heart are lured
by the promise of easy adventure, It usually doesn't require
much effort—find a hill, haul a sled to the top, slide down,
repeat — but two Muskoka families take this favourite win-
ter pastime to a new level.

As soon as the snow starts to fall, Ed Chassie gers to
work building the type of sled run most kids only dream
about. The 250 metre track snakes down the hill behind
his Bracebridge home with curves that have banked walls
maore than a metre high in some places. He's been building

the run for 13 years,
but it didn't start out as
elaborate as it is now.

“The neighbourhood kids used
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speed that they used to fly across the road.” he says. “Bur

when | built the house, the garage got in the way. That
was probably a good thing.”

[t wasnt long before his young family began using the
hill for sledding themselves. Chassie and his neighbours
decided it was the perfect spor for a oboggan party so
they built a make-shift run suitable for small children.
They had such a good rime that they did ir again the next
year, this time adding a curve to make rthe run a bir more
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Chris Sicorella and Garth McIntyre ride the wall to the fright of onlookers while
sliding down the Chassie toboggan run in Bracebridge.

daring, The third year, Chassic used the entire yard
ter build the run and an annual tradition was born.
There’s siill a mbuggan party every Famﬂy Dray
weekend, but now kids come from all over the neigh-
bourhood to use the hill throughout the winter.
“They start klmc]cing on my door as soon as it snows

to sec if the hill is open yet,” says Chassic.

It all depends on the snowfall and Chassie works
on the run for the entire winter — whenever it snows,
he shovels. Fifteen centimetres of snow gives him a
good base to start with and he hcgins bLli]ding from
the bottom of the hill, zldding rwists and turns as he

goes. Onee its built, it takes Chassie 60 to 90 min-
utes to clear new snow from the track. "At 8 p.m.
when ir's quier and the stars are shining, ics really
pleasant being our there.”

Ht‘ l(CfPS an Lll'ﬁl)" I.'FF saucers il['l{.l C\'Irpt‘[b' I))’ IHIS
back door for the neighbourhood kids to use. There’s
even ong 1"]-'“ seats up o six at once, Thf.' kidﬁ {II-lL'I'J
challenge each other to see who can go the farthest
at the end of the run or who can get highest on the
banks, which are actually a safety feature to keep kids
from fying off the track.

“One year, this lirtde 4-year-old girl — she was just
a featherweight — came flying down and ended up
skating along the tap of the bank yelling “Woohoo'
the entire way.”

(..:h;l.‘isii: may ]'Iil\'f Slill'lcd lht run out {Jl-H L]Ch'inf
for fun, bur he keeps going for the memories it cre-
ates, “When [ was a kid, we went to my uncle’s for a
Labour Day party every year and I have fond mem-
ories of them. It may be a different time of year, but
our toboggan parties are reminiscent of those times,
It's free fun and ir's something everyone can do.”

In Huntsville, Chris Petterson takes a sligh[ly dif-
ferent approach to building his snow run. The treed
hill behind his old farmhouse offered up the perfect
straight-away for tubing, “About three years ago | no-
riced that there was a clear path going up the hill, bur
there was a lot of dead brush on it. I started cleaning
it up and there were piles of it everywhere — it started
to look a lot like a sled hill. T couldn™ wair for the
snow ro fall so we could try ic”

Since that first year, Petterson has learned whar ad-
justments are needed for a smooth ride. In the sum-
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met, he starts to plan the path the runs will take and
his wife Michelle provides design guidance. When
fall comes, he gathers sticks to build up the walls and
then rakes leaves up and over the piles to cover the
branches. He has also begun using hay bales left over
from Sandhill Nurserys fall maze to build the sides
up even more and make them smoother. After the
snow falls, he and his (i;mgh:crs walk up and down
the hill in snowshoes to pack it down.

There are now two runs more than two metres
across that join together part way down the hill, buc
they differ in how steep they are at the start,

“T had o move some huge rocks to ger the join
of the runs smoother. Some friends helped and we
did a lot of digging and backfilling ro ger it righr.
And T kept building the sides higher and highcr
until it started to look like a luge run. I'm nor sure
what made me do it. It's not good for toboggans —
the walls are too curved — but it’s perfect for tubes.
Every year it gets bigger and better and safer.” The
walls are more than a metre high and Petterson
estimartes that it takes more than 20 hours to prep
the run for the season.

He has added floodlights and Christmas lights in
the trees for night tubing. “It's so much fun at night.
The tree boughs full of snow hang over the run in
certain parts and it’s almost like going through a tun-
nel. I'm really hoping we have a lot of snow this year.”

He's also trying to set up a pully system to haul the
tubes up to the top of the hill. “T have some design
ideas in my head, but I'm not quite there yer. And
there are always lots of little details that 1 wanrt to
change. | don't know if I'll ever perfect it.”

The hill is visible from Brunel Road, especially at
night, and cars will often stop to watch the fun or ro
ask questions. He's amused by the artention ir gets,
but he continues to build it for his two litde gicls who
are now seven and nine years old.

“I started it because I was running our of things
to do with them, while my wife was ar work on the
weekends, that didn't cost moneyv. But now ir's be

come something we do all the time. They love it and

it puts a smile on my face.”

) w—y -

Ava Williams enjoys a run down the
sled hill built by Chris Petterson.

Phatagraph: Heather Douglaz

PATIOS - STONE FIREPLACES
RETAINING WALLS
LANDSCAPING INCORPORATING STONE
SEPTIC SYSTEMS - STEEL PILE DOCKS

We will work with you
to develop solutions.

Browse our website to learn more about
how Dan Boothby Enterprises can create a
one-of-a-kind design for you.

Book a consultation with Dan, call:

Box 96, Dwight

ON POA 1HO
705-635-1774
705-783-2277
www.danboothby.ca

DAN BOOTHBY

* ENTERPRISES e

www.muskokamagazine.com Winter 2013/2014

http://eedition.muskokamagazine.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=69192013120100000051001001&page=19&paper=A3

17

Buted by Fre

aader



